
SPLITS ANDSTARTS:  BIOLOGICALMITICIDE VIA HONEYBEE INCREASE



CONTEMPORARY METHOD OF SPLITTING

You need to move these starts two miles away so that the bees stay put because there is a lot of 
stress on that start to seal the unsealed brood. By giving a cell or queen you have relieved that 
two-frame split from having to raise a queen which they would not be able to do with quality

Original hive

To make each split: Take two brood frames plus one frame of honey and give them two shakes 
of bees off brood combs alongwith old queen and then move two miles away.  On queen-less 
splits, move two miles away and then give a cell or caged queen
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Brood 
box

Doolittle put honey frames into the brood nest and then shook all the bees into it.  He then 
added a brood frame that was about one-third full along with the old queen.  Next, he put 
on sections with a bait section so that the bees would move all the honey that was in the 
brood nest into the sections (bees will not tolerate honey in the brood nest). The one-third 
frame of brood would hold the queen and give her room to lay so that she would not swarm
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Doolittle gave the bee-less brood to a support colony above an excluder (as explained in 
chapter 4 of his book). One week later he would remove the brood box which would then 
have all sealed brood and place it in the same yard and give it a cell that he raised by grafting 
in a full-strength cell builder. The split would work because there were enough bees that 
stayed with the split and there was no stress because all the brood was sealed and the cell 
was already produced
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a9[Ω{ ah5¦[9: HEALTHY, RAPID, POPULATION EXPANSION IN 3 EASY 
STEPS

Sealed Brood, Same Yard, Successful Queens

Notch 36-hour-or-younger larvae on six different frames 
in queen-less cell builder

One week later: check cell builder for sealed queen cells on notched frames and make 2-brood-frame 
starts utilizing queen-celled frames.  Destroy excess queen cells to prevent mini-swarms
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Step 1

Remove overwintered queen with 2 brood frames
(to serve as future increase)
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HONEYBEE COLONY: THE SUM OF ALL

QUEEN WORKERS

DRONES






