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GETTING A FRESH START:  YOUNG COLONIES SURVIVE WINTER

! Wǳƭȅ {ǘŀǊǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
successfully.  The reason for this smaller amount of bees (at first) is that 
there is a pause in the brood cycle during July until the new queen emerges 
from her queen cell, takes her mating flights, and begins to lay eggs which 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ ōŜŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ нм Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  {ƻ ŀ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
appears to have only two seams of bees will quickly jump to six or seven 
frames of bees when the new brood begins to emerge.

These new bees are different than the summer bees. Spring and summer 
bees only live 6-8 weeks as they quickly work themselves to death.  Summer 
bees literally work their wings off as they become frayed and torn on foliage 
and whatever else lies in their path.  Fall bees live throughout the winter 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
cluster warm, take an occasional cleansing flight, and have minimal brood to 
care for until spring.



OVERWINTERING STRATEGIES: KEEPING COLONIES ALIVE AND HAPPY

Fall feeding and comb drawing
Å Sugar
Å Fondant

Candy board as artificial deep honey chamber
Å ½ inch top entrance
Å Ability to fill as needed

Keeping brood nest in top chamber near candy board

Wrapping hives

Sunbathing

Windbreaks



MARCH 14th, 2008: BEES UP WITHOUT POLLEN



APRIL 10th, 2008: BEES DOWN WITH POLLEN



CANDY BOARDS CAN BE USED FOR PARTIAL FEEDINGS



JULY STARTS WITH CANDY BOARDS READY FOR ALMONDS


